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— 
Courtesy Los Angeles Times 

Father Finn, young Trappist missionary, 
looks photograph Bicol settiement 
where will charge. had the 


pleasure meeting Father Finn Novem- 
ber 1950, when visited Carville. 


read lot bad things about long- 
shoremen the newspapers, but 
experiences and associations here have 
always convinced that finer group 
decent family men can’t found 
anywhere,” said Father Lawrence Finn, 
son retired longshoreman, ex- 
pressing appreciation the New York 
dock workers for building most un- 
usual house for him live when 
reaches his destination, isolated 
community the Philippines. The 
they loaded board ship 
actually giant packing case, twelve-by- 
ten-by-eight, built with insulated top 
and covered with roofing material. The 
sides are marked for windows and 
door. These were packed inside the 
case along with some three tons sup- 
plies, and the personal belongings 
Father 

Father Finn, during long hospital- 
ization for spinal injury, vowed 
devote his life missionary work among 
patients regained his health. 
Later secured permission leave 
the cloister, and before going North- 
ern Ryukyus early 1951, visited Car- 
ville. The time spent with Father 
Finn convinced his sincerity and 
devotion mission work. 


When the Northern Ryukyus were re- 
turned Japan, Father 
the Bicol Settlement for his work. 
While leave the United States, 
renewed acquaintances with his old 
chums St. Bernard’s Church, New 
York, most them longshoremen, who 
are sons longshoremen. These men 
raised the money purchase the ambu- 
lance that pictured here, built the 
house with materials furnished without 
cost Penn and loaded 
aboard the freighter American Mail 
without pay. New York radio program 
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Courtesy New York Herald Tribune 


Dennis Lynch, West Side New York longshoreman, presents the keys ambu- 
lance the Rev. Patrick Finn. Father Finn will use the ambulance his work 
the Settlement Bicol, Philippines, some 200 miles southeast Manilla. Patrick 
Finn, father the priest, himself retired longshoreman, and other dock workers look 
on. Funds purchase the ambulance were collected from longshoremen the Hudson 


River pier. 


donated funds build nursery for 
healthy children patients, and mem- 
bers Los Angeles’ large Filipino com- 
munity have taken upon themselves 
raise money for outfitting the nursery 
and securing the services nurses. 

This will Father Finn’s first Christ- 
mas with the patients Bicol, 
sailed during the summer months. 
should blessed Yule season for the 
patients, some 400 number, for now 
they have Father Finn with them 
help not only their spiritual life, but 
also with their physical well being. 

group women organized Mrs. 
gin McKenna who call themselves 
“Friends Tala the Set- 
tlement near Manila the Philippines, 
where Joey Guerrero, now patient 
Carville, was living prior coming 
the United States 1948. 

The “Friends Tala” have semi- 
annual rummage sale raise funds for 
the patients Tala. Mrs. McKenna first 
read about Tala and Father Anthony 
Hofstee’s work there Catholic 
publication and determined 
thing assist him. She has enlisted the 
aid twelve other women. There are 
now some 2,000 patients Tala 
and the “Friends Tala” 
ing, money and cheerful letters the 
patients. When Father Hofstee, Do- 
minican priest from California, 
went Tala, lived the morgue 
and slept cot clothes closet. 
When there was funeral, Father 
stee had vacate his quarters. Now 
has his quarters the new school build- 
ing that has been constructed with funds 
raised various groups people. 


Patients the Hospital for Hansen’s 
Disease, Talbieh, Jerusalem, Israel, have 
expressed gratitude Rabbi Emil 
Leipsiger, New Orleans, for the gift 
three radios (they call 
sets) sent the District Grande Lodge 
brought the needs the Israel 
Hospital the attention B‘nai 
and Rabbi Leipsiger. have given 
the names children hospitalized there 
interested friends the United States 


remember them birthdays and 


other special occasions. The children 
are learning read and write English 
and their letters are heartwarming. Dr. 
Rabinowitz keeps posted the 
health her patients, 


the beginning each year, the 
patients the Palo Seco Hospital, 
Canal Zone, enjoy sumptuous dinner 
given through the generosity the Epis- 
copal Church Diocese the Panama 
Canal Zone. addition, this Church 
group supplies bit pocket money, 
birthday gift special days. Arch- 
deacon Shirley rector St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church Panama, and also 
charge the mission station 
Palo Seco. THE STAR secured this in- 
formation from Dr, Ezra Hurwitz, who 
medical officer charge the Palo 
Seco hospital. 

Following our annual custom, THE 
STAR has renewed subscriptions the 
Reader’s Digest English pa- 
tients foreign countries who are hav- 
ing classes English. addition, this 
year are contributing the fund 
for sulfone drugs for patients under 
the care Father Thaddeus Mudry, 

(cont’d page 


| 


The holidays begin Carville early. 


fact, aren’t quite sure 
Thanksgiving gives way Christmas 
holidays, for they seem merge into 
each other, and first thing know 
New Year and time put away 
the decorations. 

Thanksgiving evening, all holi- 
days, the B.L. Spann Unit 188, Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, sponsored party 
with funds from the Lainson Party Pro- 
ject, for the enjoyment all patients. 
The homemade cakes served were from 
the A.L.A. Units the Sixth 


Pictured above with Aline Stribbling, 
president the local Unit 188, 
group from Unit 47, Ponchatoula, 
cluding Mrs, Treadway, president, 
and Boudreaux, commander the 
Post. The others are Mrs. Dorothy Wells, 
Mrs. Schmitt, Mrs. Mary Wolf and 
Mrs. Mary Domingue. Mrs. Ruby 
Parks and Mrs. Lona Hawley from 
the Covington Unit 16, also made 
trip bring cakes. 

soon the calendar shows De- 
cember, things begin bustling with holi- 
day activity here. Patients homeward 
bound for the holidays begin their jour- 
neys Texas, California, Florida and, 
course, Louisiana. More than plan 
spend the happy time home this 
year. 

The Point Clair postoffice substation 
this hospital small one, but the 
bulk the mail going through the 
main postoffice Carville, few miles 
down the road, for patients 
not unusual, this season, see Post- 
master Darryl Broussard weaving his 
way back and forth between stacks 
packages reach the 
ing with Christmas mail. Each morn- 
ing you meet him the walks pulling 
cart load outgoing mail, and carry- 
ing big mail pouch full, too, 

Patients will have their first “sweet 
when the New Orleans Council 
Church Women distribute homemade 
candy Dec. 16. They will assisted 
Chaplain and Mrs. Carl 

The first Christmas music the sea- 
son being brought the Protestant 
Chapel Sunday afternoon, December 
11, the Baptist Churches the near- 
Gonzales, Louisiana, area. Through- 
out Christmas week the Tower Chime 


System the Protestant Chapel will 
play each afternoon. 

THE STAR’s annual Community 
Christmas party, scheduled this year for 
Sunday, Dec. 18, begins the round 
festive celebrations the ballroom. Joey 
Guerrero and Arthur Gibson have as- 
sumed the responsibility decorating 
the large hali the Yuletide motif. 
Other patients and members the 
Point Clair Lions Club will assist them. 

Around noon, members ‘THE 
STAR will welcome the “hello 
girls” the Southern Bell Telephone 
Women’s Activities Club from all over 
Louisiana. Miss Ann Koenig, New Or- 
leans, division personnel supervisor, will 
head the group coming Greyhound 
bus from that city. Here they will meet 
other telephone women, and after 
joying picnic lunch together, they 
distribute their personalized gifts pa- 
tients. 

the evening Mike Merriam’s Dance 
Band, Baton Rouge, will play for danc- 
ing. Other entertainment not yet def- 
inite, but are hopeful that Carville 
favorites, Acel Ross Mitchell and Mary 
Jane Collins Caruso, New Orleans, will 
with give some special Christ- 
mas music. 

Christmas eggnog 
will served during the evening, along 
with homemade cookies and candy, Mrs. 
Dora Hitzman, president Nicholson 
Unit 38, American Legion Auxiliary, 
Baton Rouge, and her co-workers 
serve, The Crowley, Louisiana, 
the Auxiliary making the cookies.. 
The eggnog being purchased with 
funds sent the National Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, through 
their national hospital chairman, Mrs. 
Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich, The 
spike for the “nog” will the gilt 
members Voiture 340, Forty and 
Light, Baton Rouge through Frank 
Nesom. 

Mrs. Edith Holmes, Chicago, the 
Bell Telephone Co., phoned 
that candy being mailed from her 
office served that evening. Mrs. 
Holmes’ group telephone women sent 
gifts for patients, ten years ago, when 
THE STAR had its first Community 
Christmas party and they have 
ued remember Carville each year. 
Miss Mae Fitzgerald, Chicago, the 
Campbell Soup Co., has 
women from her office are sending 
presents for handicapped and infirmary 
patients. The “Campbell Girls,” they 
are often spoken here, have been 
sending gifts for several years. 

The next big party the ballroom 
will for the Jolly Social Club 
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Monday afternoon, Dec. 19. Delta Sigma 
Epsilon Sorority sends 
each the members the Club, Mrs. 
Many, Baton Rouge, ar- 
ranging program entertainment. 
Membership the Jolly Social Club 

The faculty the local school will 
give party for the students Tues- 
day afternoon, Dec, 20, the last session 
before two week holiday, Wednesday 
evening, Dec. 21, the date set the 
Spann Unit 188, American Legion 
Auxiliary, for entertaining veterans and 
students. 

Star Over Bethlehem, Christmas 
Cantata and Tableau, with all pa- 
tient cast, directed Sister Laura 
Stricker, will given the theatre 
Friday evening, Dec. 23, and Saturday 
evening, Dec. 24. 

Christmas will solemnly ushered 
with religious services both Chap- 
els. Protestant services will begin 
10:30 P.M. order that those desiring 
may also attend the traditional mid- 
night Mass the Catholic Chapel be- 
ginning 11:30. Masses will also 
celebrated Christmas morning, and 
Christmas falls Sunday there will 
the regular service that morning 
the Protestant Chapel. New Year’s 
Eve there will watch night service 
the Protestant Chapel. 

dances will come finale New 
Year’s Evening when the Patients Fed- 
eration sponsor dance with Mike Mer- 
riam’s Dance Band, Baton Rouge, 
viding the music. 


More Blessed Give 
(cont’d from page 


T.O.R., Catholic Mission, 
agar P.O. Bhag. Bihar, India. 
are also sending check the New 
York City headquarters the American 
Leprosy Missions,Inc., with instructions 
that used for the purchase 
hospital. third check being sent 
Dr. Israel, for assistance 
the Jewish patients there. These 
gifts are thanksgiving for the bequest 
THE STAR from the late Harriett 
Armstrong Huntington Park, Calif, 
the local scene, funds from this be- 
quest have been used purchase radios 
for use patients this hospital, 
assisted with the purchase choir 
gowns worn patients the 
Nativity Play this Yule season, and have 
purchased for the local school some 
needed recordings and film strips for 
their course Jiterature. 


December 


One day mid-September, 
cian went shopping for office furniture. 
Nothing unusual this, fact 
would pretty much routine for 
medico about open new office. But 
for Dr. Gustave Hoehn Temple 
City, California, that shopping expedi- 
tion was much more than routine, 
was real accomplishment, looked 
furniture only those stores which 
did not have climb steps. Dr. 
Hoehn was crutches. 
most his time wheelchair, but 
goes crutches three days 
get some can walk trifle 
better than year ago, but arms are 
still too weak climb curbs stairs, 
chair, the crutches are not too prac- 
tical yet, but still keep working 
them,” Dr. Hoehn wrote us. 

October, Dr. Hoehn flew from his 
home California Washington, 
where passed his oral examinations 
before the Board Dermatology. 
had previously passed the Board’s writ- 
ten examinations and had received cred- 
for the time had put the 
University London Tropical Medi- 
cine. November, Dr. Hoehn opened 
office San Gabriel, California, for 
the practice dermatology. 


This was means the first time 
for Dr. Hoehn practice medicine, but 
was the first time three and one- 
half years. The Hoehn story signif- 
icant courage the most daring feat 
physical prowess, courage founded 
faith, the kind that moves mountains, 
they say the vernacular, “You 
can’t keep good man down.” 

June 1952, Dr. Hoehn, Seventh 
Day Adventist medical missionary, was 
stricken with polio the Kendu Mis- 
sion Hospital Kisii, Kenya, Lake 
Victoria, the exact heart Africa. 
There followed gruelling, torturous 
hour, 200 mile race wag- 
over African roads made treacherous 
heavy make the trip, 
rubber mattress was placed the floor 
the station wagon and Dr. Hoehn 
was laid it. The mattress saved his 
life. “It was two Dr. 
Hoehn recalls. and down 
it, the mattress acted sort like 
respiration and enabled 
breathe,but they said was blue the 
face the time reached Nairobi. 
felt lungs giving out.” 

Nairobi, Dr. Hoehn was placed 
crude and unpredictable iron lung 
until plane from the Military Air 
Transport Service flew portable 
range it, was flown back the Unit- 
States. Ten hospitals and 7,000 miles 


Hospital Los Angeles, California, 
recuperate. 
1955 


Dr. and Mrs. Hoehn and their attractive youngsters 


From then Dr. Hoehn could have 
taken well-earned rest, but his active 
mind would not allow said, 
“Standards medical care are improv- 
ing everywhere, and the trend mission 
fields have dermatologists care for 
leprosy patients instead having them 
tice. So, decided take dermatology 
while recuperating from paralysis. 
X-ray, too, and with this other train- 
ing, could fit two three 


man mission station again, accepted 
back,” 


Dr. Hoehn hopes return Kenya, 
where fell victim polio. thinks 
could perform worthwhile service 
still, although would unable 
resume his heavy surgery. says, 
can treat leprosy patients and re- 
constructive hand surgery from wheel- 
chair, and that the most rewarding 
work medical missionary 
take.” 

Regarding 
ceptions about so-called leprosy, Dr. 
Hoehn says, “My years training and 
experience has taught understand 
that Hansen’s disease spread only 
‘intimate and prolonged contact’ 
have phobias aversions this 
regard. Africa, where speak 
Swahili Luo, the English terminology 
irrelevant.” added that much the 


same problem existed for some peoples 


Africa who resent the term “mission” 
hospital which implies that they are 
poor heathen. Africans Rhodesia have 
had law passed substituting the word 
“African” for all govern- 
ment publications. 
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Dr. Hoehn has his own problem re- 
garding terminology. Personally, does 
not like called cripple, but 
has come learn that takes money 
glad see people give their dimes 
for “polio, the crippler.” has spoken 
about thirty church groups around 
greater Los Angeles, and has shown 
pictures attempts raise funds for 
missions. says that for some strange 
reason the public more touched 
its pocketbook “polio, the crippler,” 
“the needy leper,” and the “Mission 
Hospital” than many other 
malaria, sleeping 
sickness Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Hoehn adds, “Some most 
effective appeals have with the 
work have done with leprosy patients 
and surely hope not hurting any- 
one’s feelings using this appeal for 
surely not mean to, All know 
have seen the need, have seen 
the wonderful change that can 
wrought education and medical care 
Christian institution, and want 
sponsor this work.” 

Dr. Hoehn began his career after 
training Seventh Day Adventist 
medical school when entered private 
practice Sidney, Vancouver Island, 
Canada. Both and his wife, regis- 
tered nurse, were anxious enter the 
missionary field and they leaped the 
opportunity Africa. They found 
plenty work among the Luo, 
and even the fierce Masai, who live 
milk mixed with the blood from living 
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You Keep Good 
eep Man Down 


syndicated Sunday newspaper fea- 
ture called “Criswell Predicts For Peo- 
ple and Places,” appearing the New 
Orleans the Reedsville, Re- 
view, and other newspapers through- 
out the country, its column July 
1955, carried the following statement: 

“Phoenix, Arizona Due the in- 
crease leprosy among the Indians 
and Whites your area, you may 
expect Federally built Leprosar- 
ium early 1956. This disease 
will means conquered un- 
til the mystery the blood stream 
has been cleared our medical 
miracle men.” 

the face it, prognosticator Cris- 
irresponsible. certainly was alarmistic. 
Capt. Ray Barnes Newspaper Fea- 
tures, San Marino, California. Capt. 
Barnes replied, “Criswell does the bulk 
his own distribution, but have ser- 
viced few papers, and this the first 
adverse reaction received. hope 
Criswell clears promptly.” 

But Criswell, whose 
claims his column be, “An Accurate 
Glimpse the Future,” made at- 
tempt “clear up” until mid-Octo- 
ber when heard from him, from 
his base operations. Criswell 
stuck his guns, “On the telecast (KC- 
Channel 13), and also the 
syndicated column, predicted 
concerning the construction new 
health center, for the treatment lep- 
rosy, near Phoenix! not liberty 
divulge source information, 
nor the other item, about the blood 
stream, but assure you both are fairly 
far along, and will announced.” 

Such effrontery! Why, almost con- 
vinced that perhaps the man knew 
what was talking about. deter- 
mined investigate further. The first 
Public Health Service physician ask- 
about this was not much help. His 
only comment was, “Well, Arizona 
would better climate than Car- 
ville.” Dr, Salsbury, 
Arizona State Department Health, 
wasn’t much help either. 
our inquiry, wrote, have 
knowledge the ‘prediction’ mentioned 
your Carville’s Medical Of- 
ficer Charge, Dr. E.M. Gordon, said, 
“This all news me.” 

Since the responsibility for the health 
the Indians was transferred from the 
Public Health Service early July 
this year, figured that Mr. Cris- 
well’s statement was founded truth 
fact, the Public Health Service would 
certainly know any plans build 
new hospital for Hansen’s disease 
near Phoenix, Arizona. They did not. 

letter THE STAR, dated No- 
vember 16, 1955, from Dr. Masur, 


Lo! The Poor Indian 


Assistant Surgeon General, Chief, Bu- 

Medical Services, specific and 

speaks for itself: 
“We have information which 
substantiates Mr. 
ment that ‘leprosy the increase 
among the Indians and Whites’ 
the Phoenix, Arizona area, The 
Federal Government has plans 
establish new hospital health 
center for the treatment leprosy 
that area any other area. 
There are, however, three renova- 
tion 
involving Indian health facilities 
the Phoenix area which are planned 
for fiscal year 1956. They will cost 
estimated $500,000 and will con- 
sist improvements existing 
facilities for the care general 
medical surgical conditions 
among Indians.” 


The $64,000 question is, why the 
world would syndicated 
columnist publicize such preposterous 
statement that contained the Cris- 
well column July Apparently the 
source Criswell’s information was 
thoroughly unreliable. 

The incidence Hansen’s disease 
Arizona negligible. This applies 
both Indians and Whites, but even more 
Indians. the 34-year period 
(1921-1955) since Uncle Sam took over 
this hospital, only patients have been 
admitted Carville from Arizona. 
(There were admissions from Ar- 
izona 1954 1955 date). Six 
the cases admitted from Arizona 
probably had the disease 
moved that State, were foreign- 
born and were born endemic States. 
One cannot absolutely certain that 
even the cases born Arizona con- 
tracted the disease there one more 
them may have been out the 
State for some time even out the 
country 


then, all sudden, should 
among Indians and Whites Arizona? 
there were grain truth the 
Criswell statement that this disease 
the increase non-endemic State 
such -as Arizona, all the accepted ep- 
concepts this disease 
would blown sky-high and the con- 
tagionist-extremist boys would hav- 
ing ball. One can rest assured that 
they would need Criswell 
the town and tell the there 
are all these new cases Ari- 
zona, where are they 
while waiting for the new hospital 
built? know they are not Car- 
ville. 

According Time magazine (July 
11, 1955), “Some 350,000 total In- 
dian population 400,000, live bar- 
reservations grinding poverty, ex- 
isting from hand mouth crowded, 


filthy huts with animals and 
Such factors these are thought 
conducive the spread Hansen’s dis- 
ease, for that matter, any other infec- 
tious disease. The Indian has been 
easy prey most diseases but, oddly 
enough, not Hansen’s disease. 
fact, has been peculiarly free it. 
far know, and have tried 
look into the matter carefully, Car- 
ville has never had patient who was 
full-blooded Indian. have had two 
three patients who were considered 
part-Indian. However, the incidence 
tuberculosis among the North American 
Indian said very high. One 
prominent physician, specialist TR, 
who had many years experience with 
the North American Indians the in- 
terest tuberculosis, said, 
heard leprosy among North American 
Indians. possible that one two 
cases were acquired Indians the 
Orient during the war.” 


has been noted that the and 
bacillus are very similar appear- 
ance, staining properties and chemical 
make-up. The late Dr. John Lowe, who 
was one the world’s foremost author- 
ities Hansen’s disease, said, would, 
therefore, not surprising there were 
some immunological relationship. For 
twenty years more, certain students 
thought there were indi- 
cations that susceptibility tubercu- 
losis and leprosy, immunity 
leprosy and tuberculosis, might 
lated.” 

Studies several workers 
ent countries, said, have shown that 
previous tuberculous infection 
very frequent cause sensitivity the 
leprosy bacillus; that is, the patient be- 
comes resistant Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Chaussinaud, noted French au- 
thority HD, has been one the few 
experts express the view that 
and are antagonistic diseases. 
theorizes that where the two infections 
find themselves competing against each 
other population, TB, which 
spreads more widely and rapidly, drives 
leprosy out because renders the pop- 
ulation sensitive the tubercle bacillus, 
thus producing degree immunity 
sufficient turn the scale against the 
spread Hansen’s disease. 

seems me,” concluded Dr. Lowe, 
“that this theory and other far 
propounded can explain 
about leprosy which have 
plicable.” Apparently patients have 
immunity HD, but not 
patients TB. Prior the introduc- 
tion the new drugs, was one 
the leading causes death pa- 
tients. But not anymore, g., May 
1955, was announced that there was 
not single bacteriologically active case 
tuberculosis the Kalaupapa 
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Helen Putnam Goes Carville 


New Orleans 


Helen Putnam, above, singing come- 
dienne, president Fat Anon- 
ymous, organization which she 
ed. Helen weighs scale- 290, 
and loaded with talent, Mary 
Jane Collins Caruso (220 pounds), with 
whom Helen appeared recently New 
York Herb “Two For The 
Money” and radio show. Mary Jane, 
pianist and singer Pat 
New Orleans, has been special friend 
Carville patients for long time, and 
she has often entertained here. Mary 
Jane gave Helen her first copy THE 
STAR. 


May, came New Orleans 
search “fame and strong 
the belief that was destiny soar 
great heights the entertainment 
field, This still believe. However, the 
six months I’ve spent here “in training” 
have served prove that the road 
crowded with many who feel the same 
way. There are many who will drop 
the way, and only few whe wiil 
make it. Not having inside line 
the future the Anonymous Fat Girl, 
only time will tell what heights 
she will soar, the accepted standard 
and fortune.” This accepted 
standard was idea success, also, 
until the long hand destiny touched 
mine recently. happened this way. 

One Saturday night, received call 
from agent asking would 
like Carville, Sunday night, 
and put show. She explained that 
several the kids show business 
were going, and they thought might 
like along. said, “Sure love 


She said, “Before you accept, are you 
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sure you don’t mind going into the 
midst leper colony?” nearly drop- 
ped the phone! brain was 
could not answer her right away. 

leper colony! Before eyes spun 
snatches the only things had ever 
heard lepers: Jesus cleansing the lep- 
ers the word “unclean” 
the was like night- 
mare.... something unreal....to 
leprosy was something spoken the 
Bible that had long since disappeared 
from the face the earth, 
was agent, the year 1955, asking 
troupe show people and “put 
show for colony lepers.” thought, 
“Surely, wake moment and 
find that I’ve been dreaming this thing 

agent’s voice saying, “Helen, are 
you still there?” brought 
was not dreaming, and was 
assuring her that would love 
with them the hospital Carville. 
couldn’t sleep that night. was not 
afraid “catching” it. prayed that 
God would show the right way 
“put show” for most unusual 
audience. How you perform for 
them? 

3:30 a.m. Sunday morning, had 
worked myself such state 
mind that began fear was losing 
it. went downstairs and made pot 
coffee, that’s where Jack found 
sitting the patio the break dawn, 
drinking coffee, and thinking, thinking 

told him what was bothering me, 
and sat and talked the 
mysterious ways that God works His 
miracles, reminding that not 
for question the workings God. 
Why had been picked brush des- 
tinies with these unfortunate people? 
Why had they been stricken with this 
terrible disease? How they adjust 
living social outcasts? These are 
the things Jack and were pondering, 
when Dana (Jack and Helen’s adopted 
six-year old daughter—a real doll!) and 
Mrs. Putnam (Helen’s mother-in-law) 
came sleepily out into the patio asking, 
“What are you all doing out here 
early? Why aren’t you asleep like the 
rest the world?” 

Looking beautiful, healthy, 
bright-eyed daughter and wonderful 
mother-in-law, and understanding. 
stable husband, suddenly felt great 
overwhelming gratitude the Almight- 
then the sun had taken its right- 
ful place the heavens and the dark 
night had given way warmth, and the 
world reality was again very much 
evidence. There was breakfast pre- 
pare and church had 
very real meaning for that morn- 
ing. All day Sunday couldn’t get the 


With Story That Feel Should Told. 


coming event out mind. 


four met the rest the 
troupe the designated spot and 
took off for Carville. followed the 
main highway for forty miles, then 
turned onto dirt road. drove over 
this bumpy, turning, twisting path for 
nearly twenty miles. followed the 
bends the Mississippi river for long 
time, not seeing living soul any 
signs life. After what seemed end- 
less journey nowhere, came 
this settlement surrounded high 
wire fence. the gate identified our- 
selves the guard, and were directed 
the recreation building. was 
beautiful colonial style building with 
lovely patio fronting it. the patio 
were gay deck chairs, tables and um- 
brellas. Instead the cringing, ragged, 
unhappy wretches had expected see, 
the patients were seated comfortably, 
attired sport clothes, They remained 
seated and waved gaily ap- 
proached. They spoke got 
out the car; they were very friendly, 
but they didn’t offer shake hands. 
Aside from few who wore small band- 
ages, they looked very much like people 
you would meet any resort anywhere 
the world. was struck with the 
beauty and cleanliness the place. 
was further amazed find they have 
their own golf course, theatre, news- 
paper, stadium, grammar 
school, and even their own Lions Club 
and American Legion Post. 
fenced-in area. twenty miles from the 
main road, thriving community 
people from all walks life; they num- 
ber 312 all. 


Carville the only hospital its 
kind continental United States. 
was established years ago, and was, 
that time, the isolated, wretched place 
Saturday nightmare. But today 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
treating and arresting Hansen’s disease. 
You notice now refer Hansen’s 
disease. There real reason for this. 
have now read issue THE STAR. 

With the coming the new miracle 
“sulfone” drugs, they are now able 
curb the disease and many patients have 
been discharged arrested; but that 
the greatest fear these people today. 
They are more afraid the people 
the outside than the “outside” people 
are them. They actually fear going 
back into society because the 
phobia” that the vast majority people 
have. They have virtually the same pro- 
blem the lawbreaker who has been 
imprisoned pay his debt society, 
but remains outcast after the debt 
paid. Actually, has been proven that 
Hansen’s disease the least communica- 
ble all communicable diseases. 
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Important PHS Committees Meet Here January 


joint meeting the Inter-Bureau 
Advisory Committee Leprosy and the 
Sub-Committee Leprosy Research, 
U.S. Public Health Service, will held 
Carville January 10, and 
12, 1956. 

The sessions January and 
will devoted conference with 
other workers the The third 
day, January 12, will reserved for 
meetings the two committees. 

Approximately persons will partic- 
ipate the three-day sessions, 

Dr. G.H. Hunt, Assistant Surgeon 
General, chairman the Inter-Bu- 
reau Committee whose members are 
Drs. L.F. Badger, 
eases Center, Atlanta; C.H. Binford, 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology, 
Washington; Doull, Leonard Wood 
Memorial, Washington; G.L. Fite, Na- 
tional Institutes Health, Bethesda: 
E.M. Gordon, PHS, Carville; C.K. Him- 
melsbach, Chief Div. Hospitals, 
Wash.; E.B. Johnwick, CDC, Atlanta; 
D.E. Price, Office the Surgeon Gener- 
al; Charles Shepard, Virus Diseases, 


Laboratory, Montgomery; T.H. Tomlin- 
son, NIH, Bethesda; and Dr. Rolla 
Wolcott, PHS, Carville. 

Members the Sub-Committee 
Leprosy Research are Dr, C.H. Binford, 
chairman, and Drs. Badger, Doull, Fite 
and Shepard. 

The Interbureau Advisory Commit- 
tee met Carville March 1954, 
which time was recommended, and 
later approved the Surgeon General, 
that basic research Hansen’s disease 
encouraged and that the clinical re- 
search program Carville expanded. 
The basic research program being 
expanded through grants from the Na- 
tional Institutes Health workers 
several universities. Basic research 
also being undertaken the Virus Dis- 
eases Laboratory, Montgomery, where 
understood emphasis being placed 
attempts cultivate the 
bacillus. 

medical technician and clinical 
stenographer have been added the 
laboratory staff Carville for the pur- 
pose expanding clinical investigation, 


The International Sunday les- 
son November 1955, accented “lep- 
rosy” (the subject matter was taken 
from Luke 12-15, 27-32) and many 
Protestant churches this country and 
abroad, hundreds thousands young 
people were taught that “leprosy 
symbel sin.” the day preceding 
the Sunday School lesson, interpre- 
tation it, prepared Dr. Earl 
Douglas and issued the Internation- 
Council Religious Education, 
Chicago, was syndicated daily 
newspapers Texas and Florida (states 
endemic for Hansen’s disease) and 
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Missouri, and 
doubt many other states, 
guide Sunday School Here 
quote from Dr. Douglas’s widely 
circulated column November 


“Leprosy! very name makes 
our flesh creep. And well may, 
for leprosy disease which eats 
away the flesh and leaves the person 
die result its awful rav- 
ages.... Throughout the Bible, 
leprosy not only awful reality 
but symbol sin. infectious. 
eats away the life and causes its 
victims experience slow, mis- 
erable death. separates him from 
his loved ones. The leper has 
stand at-the roadside life and cry 
‘Unclean, Unclean;’ and although 
the sinner may not thus proclaim 
his uncleanness the world, his un- 
cleanness soul cries out him 
through his conscience 
minds him the misery 


was also recommended that medi- 
cal officer added the staff for 
the same purpose. 

special interest THE STAR 
was the policy the Interbureau 
mittee established relating 
(a) The word “leper” shall not 
used official writings the Pub- 
lic Health Service, except quotations 
from other sources, (b) The term “lep- 
rosy” shall used all Public Health 
Service writings addressed scientific 
audiences and preferred other writ- 
ings 

This policy accounts for use the 
word “leprosy” the titles the PHS 
Committees mentioned this column. 
have right substitute the term 
Hansen’s disease for the traditional term 
mittees, but have the right 
point out that PHS policy relating 
terminology (b) contrary the ex- 
pressed wishes the people most vital- 
concerned the patients, and 
places the PHS and THE STAR 
cross-purposes, terminology-wise. 


The Name The Same 


ror his own condition,” 


The Sunday School lesson was 
course, discussion Biblical leprosy. 
mention was made the disease 
called that name today, but neither 
was any attempt made differentiate 
between Biblical leprosy and the mod- 
ern illness. Sunday School teacher 
pointed out the difference, was only 
rare instances, the exception rather 
than the rule. practically all cases 
one can reasonably certain that the 
old horror was perpetuated. There was 
one notable exception. This was 
Baptist Church Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas, where Carville’s staunch friend 
Claude Brown, former American Le- 
gion National Field Representative, vol- 
unteered teach this particular lesson. 
Claude, who has made serious study 
the subject, explained the class 
that the word the Bible 
covered six seven inflamatory skin 
conditions, all lumped together under 
one name, typify cermonial unclean- 
liness, nothing with any particular 
disease and totaly unrelated so-called 
leprosy today. 


From another good friend patients 
this hospital, heard how the 
lesson was taught church Baton 
Rouge. There was mention the 
modern illness Carville, though 
this hospital only miles from Ba- 
ton Rouge. Later, when 
member the church, informally dis- 
cussed the lesson with the teacher and 
several members the class, some 
whom had heard about Carville, others 


had not, (one thought was 
island the Mississippi River), our 
friend also explained that the conditions 
described the Bible and the specific 
disease treated Carville were not the 
same, One young woman, 
student, was unconvinced, are 
not?” she asked doubtfully. said 
our friend with emphasis. “But,” per- 
sisted the young woman, “the name 
the same! can’t change the 
Bible. Why would the doctors want 
use such scarey Old Testament name 
for any disease now-a-days.” 

“The name the same,” ay, there 
the rub. And for the why? Why in- 
deed! There are several reasons why 
and they are all too involved for dis- 
cussion this limited space, but the 
basic reason tradition, good 
dition, accounts for the error, but 
does not justify its continuance this 
era medical maturity, his mono- 
graph “Modern Concepts Leprosy” 
(Charles Thomas—1953), Dr. Harry 
Arnold, though himself proponent 
traditional terminology, views the 
matter with clarity and objectivity. 

“It tragic that the words lepra and 
leprosy should ever have been attached 
the disease now know those 
names, for with the names have gone 
all the Biblical misconceptions con- 
tagiousness and fear that harass vic- 
tims the disease 

Leprosy symbol sin—the very 
name makes our flesh creep.” This 
the concept expressed the Sunday 
School lesson and has the sanction 

(cont’d page 
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Editor Stein Commissioned Colonel Governor Kennon’s Staff 


NAME AND THE STATE LOUISIANA. 


STANLEY 


> 


the last day November, when 
took the morning mail Editor 
Stanley Stein, nonchalantly com- 
mented, “There’s letter from Louisi- 
ana’s Governor Kennon your mail.” 
Governor Kennon’s Carville visit 
Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11, had been fea- 
tured the November issue THE 
STAR, naturally assumed that this 
was note appreciation, was, but 
said much more. read, de- 
lighted receive the November 1955 
STAR and appreciate your courtesy 
featuring Veterans’ Day 
ceremony. Louisiana quite proud 
have this fine institution within its bor- 
ders and happy over the 
friendliness and cooperation evidenced 
all the veterans’ organizations and 
other civic-minded people our state. 

hope you will accept commission 
Colonel the personal staff the 
tend recognition your outstand- 


1955 


ing work with THE STAR and the 

pocket card and mailing 
size commission separately. 

“With every good wish you and 

Robert Kennon, 
Governor, Louisiana” 

have here reproduced the com- 
mission that all our readers can share 
with us, Editor Stein’s co-workers, our 
pride that this honor has come our 
course, we’ve been told that 
are longer address him 
that title “boss” for expects 
use his new title. Each morning 
jauntily comes down the corridor, 
THE STAR staff almost unison greets 
“Good morning, Colonel 
Stein,” with all due formality. His face 
lights up, bids the time day 
before entering his office for the morn- 
ing’s 

We, who know him well and admire 


him for his perseverance 
prejudice and unwarranted 
frequently attached people with our 
illness, feel this couldn’t have happen- 
guy. send our thanks Governor 
Kennon for this honor bestowed 
patient this Public Health Service 
Hospital. 

This not the first honor come 
Stanley Stein for his work educa- 
tional publicity Hansen’s disease. 
1950, the Grande Voiture Louisiana 
selected him the “Outstanding Voy- 
ageur” this State for his work 
our publication. 

The first Damien-Dutton Award (this 
Roman Catholic organization) ever 
made for “Outstanding Contri- 
bution Public Knowledge the True 
Facts Hansen’s Disease” was present- 
Stanley Stein May 16, 1953. 
‘The second award went Father 
ney and the third Sr. Marie Suzanne. 
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Dr. Imboden Transferred 


Dr. Clarence Imboden, Chief 
Medicine this hospital, has been trans- 
ferred the PHS Hospital, Baltimore, 
Md., where will acting Clinical 
Director, according local announce- 
ment. Dr. and Mrs. Imboden left Car- 
ville December was said that 
replacement for Dr. Imboden expect- 
the near future. 

Dr. Imboden’s transfer, was stated 
“stems from the need the Public 
Health Service for hospital administra- 
tors and Dr. Imboden’s 
terest this field.” 

Dr. Imboden was duty here for 
only about seven months and was 
away part that time. However, dur- 
ing his rather brief assignment here, 
won the confidence and respect the 
patients, His fine background 
ternal medicine, experience clinical 
research and interest tropical medi- 
cine, made him ideally suited for the 
Carville post, which 

When THE STAR interviewed Dr. 
Imboden April, shortly after his ar- 
here and look forward long tour 

recent years, Carville’s resident 
medical staff has had frequent changes, 
The opinion has been expressed that 
carry out efficient medical care 
program Carville requires the services 
physicians experienced the partic- 
ular field, and secure this experience, 
physicians should allowed remain 
duty here for least five years. 
said that then, and only then, can 
the physician make solid contribution, 
not only the care patients, but 
the Hansen’s disease program 
whole. Practically the same thought was 
expressed one the most important 
recommendations the PHS Advisory 
Committee Leprosy which reads: 

“Medical officers with special interest 
and competence the field leprosy 
may assigned Carville for in- 
definite period permit development 
exceptional clinical skills long 
term research projects. Assignment 
junior officers Carville should for 
limited periods for two three years.” 

addition the Medical Officer 
Charge, whose duties are administrative, 
and the Clinical Director, Carville’s 
resident medical staff presently consists 
three junior officers, two whom 
are their second year service 
the other his first. For these alert 
young physicians, Carville was the first 
assignment, following their interneships, 
You Can’t Keep Good Man Down 

from page 


cattle, and who spear lions for fun. 

The doctor feels that Central Africa 
with modern medical help, education 
and simple training, the lives the 


natives can transformed. says, 
“That why want back,” 

Whether not Dr. Hoehn returns 
Africa, still working for pa- 
tients. has collected and shipped 
about $3,500 worth medicine Africa 
and India since has been out the 
hospital, The new San Gabriel 
will undoubtedly keep Dr. Hoehn very 
busy, nevertheless regards only 
stopgap and says, “If the mission 
board would take on, would 
sail the first opportunity.” 


Lo! The Poor Indian 
(cont’d from page 


settlement Hawaii, whereas, for years 
Kalaupapa took big toll. Car- 
ville now has only two three 
cases. There used many more. 


Certainly the experience wide- 
spread among the Indians, and 
HD,strengthens Dr. 
ory. Criswell’s statement has done 
nothing else, has prompted call 
attention this, and perhaps the ex- 
perts might look into further, 

the item Criswell’s crystal 
ball, the one about the blood stream, 
scientists are agreed the blood stream 
does indeed present many mysteries still, 
but none, think, peculiar HD. 


Helen Putnam Goes Carville 
from page 


This report from New Orleans, 
the story feel should told, and 
signing off, would like say that, 
never see the name Helen Putnam 
lights marquee, the Almighty 
taught the real meaning the word 
“fortune” Carville that Sunday. For- 
tune not what you get; what you 
give. know will never give more 
inspired performance! The result 
few months’ training and the litetime 
wondering what life all about was 
into the spotlight the patio the 
Carville hospital. The light apprecia- 
tion the patients’ eyes will forever 
outshine the artificial lights theatre 
marquee. 


town Memphis. Helen wrote this 
ter before she had any personal 
with the patients. Since then 
visited here, not just entertainer 
but also friend, 


interesting note that just 
seeing the hospital one evening, and 
single issue THE STAR, 
changed Helen’s attitude completely. 
Her attitude, like that most people, 
was based primarily emotional 
reaction the name and the notions 
associated with from 
the present day, 


The Name The Same 
from page 


Ccripture, going back six thousand 
years, The medical world however, re- 
tains the same name, “leprosy” the 
scientific designation disease, dis- 
ease caused germ, not specifically 
identified until 1874. But the Sunday 
School does more extensive public 
relations job fostering its concept 
than the medical world does further- 


ing its, and the Sunday School has been 


doing much longer. 
tients with so-called leprosy today, and 
expatients suffer more from the ravages 
the stigma than they from the 
ravages the germ. New drugs arrest 
the disease. The official adoption 
new and medically accurate name would 
arrest the stigma, and time erradicate 
it. 


Carville Your Living Room 


“Medic” will present episode 
Hansen’s disease millions television 
viewers early next year. 

December 16, Lonnie D’Orsa, Pro- 
duction Manager, Medic 
tions, was Carville for few hours 
arrange the shooting film 
part the background episode 
about discharged patient returning 
home after period treatment here. 
Mr. D’Orsa returned December 
bringing more Hollywood with him 
the persons Director John Brahm 
and Dick Carlan, the actor who played 
the part the discharged patient. New 
Orleans cameramen, Lew Cass and John 
Herman and script girl, Mrs. Lew Cass, 
rounded out the crew. took two 
the local lensing with shots being 
made various departments the 
hospital, occupational and physical ther- 
apy, eye clinic, room,” and lab- 
oratory. The medical, clinical and nurs- 
ing staffs all participated, and also some 
the patients. Shots were made the 
Jolly Social Club’s Christmas party, and 
rehearsal the patients’ Christmas 
Cantata. Some exterior shots were made 
too. 


Edward Fitzgerald, Information Of- 
Health Service, flew down from Wash- 
ington act liaison between the 
hospital and the visitors from Holly- 
wood, are indebted Mr. Fitzgerald 
for the information given here. 


Carville will the subject another 
big television show coming 
next year the 
program, ABC, Dr. William Strauss, 
“Medical Horizons,” was 
here December touring the hospi- 
tal and conferring with the Medical 
Officer Charge, and ‘other local of- 
shot from here few weeks. 


December 
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Prominent Filipino Physician 


Tells Her Countrymen About 
Carville and Joey 


The Manila Chronicle Supplement 
(November 10, 1955) carried feature 
story titled The World Joey Dr. 
Sofia Bona. Dr. Bona visited Carville 
last July, her way home after year 
the United States studying the 
Harvard School Public Health. 


Dr. Bona’s full page story illustrat- 
graphically described her tour this 
hospital and her reactions what she 
saw. “Joey looked from her typewrit- 
and Reverend Elder introduced 
the ‘visitor from the Philippines’ her 
face lighted with pleasure. Her en- 
thusiasm about THE STAR and Car- 
ville was catching. She introduced 
the the paper. saw their 
fine efficient printing equipment, and 
wondered how was possible think 
these people being sick!” 

“It was difficult say wrote 
Dr. Bona. “There were many unutter- 
questions Joey’s eyes. was going 
back the country that had been home 
her until seven years ago, the peo- 
ple she loved and for whom she had 
given much. wondered had erred 
going see her—to disturb and 
stir the nostalgia which the exiled and 
the possessed struggle 
But her smile was radiant 
Should surprising that Joey wishes 
become U.S. citizen, when she has 
new world hope within the confines 
Carville?” 

Dr. Bona with the Department 
Public Health the Philippines. She 
specializes tuberculosis. Joey did not 
know Dr. Bona personally the Philip- 
pines, but she knew her, 
have many mutual friends. Reflecting 
Dr. Bona’s visit, Joey said, was 
happy day for me. was deeply touch- 
the genuine interest she showed, 
not only but everyone whom 
introduced her walked around 
the hospital meeting the patients and 
going from one department 
other.” 


New P.T. Coming 


Mr. Dean Currier expected re- 
port for duty this hospital 
january head the Physical Ther- 
apy Department. 

Mr. Currier presently duty 
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the PHS Out-patient Clinic New York 
City and also completing graduate 
work for his Master’s Degree New 
York University. 


Mr. Currier replaces Mr. John De- 


Simio who was transferred PHS Hos- 
pital San Francisco, 


Key British Award Given 
Dr. Schweitzer 


Dr. Albert Schweitzer, 80-year-old mis- 
sionary, musician, philosopher and 
Nobel Prize winner who for years 
has been physician patients with Han- 
sen’s disease the Congo area, was 
invested Queen Elizabeth with the 
insignia Honorary Member the 
Order Merit, October 19, 
one the most restricted and cherished 
orders the British Sovereign can bestow. 
Only living Britons may hold 
any time. The only other living non- 
President Eisenhower. 


The reception for Dr. Schweitzer was 
full-scale state ceremony, The Queen 
showed great interest the famous hos- 
pital Dr. Schweitzer established Lam- 
berene, near the equator. 

Dr. Schweitzer will the subject 
NBC’s “Biography Sound” program 
Tuesday, December 27. 


40-8ers Visit 


During November had unex- 
pected, but most pleasant visit with the 
Newberrys, John and Margaret, from 
Jefferson City, Missouri. John Newberry 
Chef Chemin Fer Passe (nation- 
head) the Forty and Eight, honor 
society The American Legion. The 
Newberrys were returning from 
ing Savings and Loan Companies 
Miami, Florida, and just dropped 
us, noticed that the license num- 
ber their car was 40-8, and 
how appropriate was. Margaret 
Newberry told us, “The year John serv- 
head the Forty and Eight, 
secured that number and have managed 
each year since.” first met 
the Newberrys the summer 1953, 


when was the national leader 


the Forty and Eight, 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hamm, Lenexa, 
Kansas, also dropped during Novem- 
ber and their visit late the afternoon 
unexpected one, too. Joe Hamm 
Chef Gare Voiture 762, Kansas 
City, Kansas, and while vacationing 
the South they came take “look- 
this hospital. 


Little Child Shall Lead Them 


The youngest cub Pack 21, Den 
Shreveport, La., Cub Scouts America, 
proposed his fellow members that 
they feed capacity two pigs for the 
purpose contributing their bit 
Chaplain Elder and his Christmas pro- 
gram Carville. The littlest cub the 
pack Nicky Hayes, 814, whose parents 
Frank and Laura Chapel, are den moth- 
and father. Nicky learned about the 
Protestant Chapel, after hearing his 
mother rave over the wide variety 
cards, gifts and gadgets, cetera, dis- 
played Mom Miller, one her’s and 
Carville’s friends. The items 
Mom are not just for the Christmas 
season but all year, and all profits de- 
rived from sales are directed toward 
Carville friends. 

These well-fed red pigs with jaunty 
hats are small banks donated Mr. 
and Mrs. L.E. Bankson, which 
small boys whose ages range from 814 
1014, wanted spread Christmas 
cheer Carville. they saved their 
pennies and poked them the slot. 

Chaplain Elder reports that the fat- 
tened pigs have arrived the scene 
and their contents will used for 
worthwhile project the local 


Former Carville Patient 


Enlightening the Public 


The editorial board the magazine 
Christian Century has accepted 
ticle Carville’s well-beloved Dr. Frank 
Brown Norfolk, The pub- 
lication date has not been announced. 

Dr. Brown was patient this hos- 
pital for thirteen months. was dis- 
charged December 1954. Dr. Brown 
Presbyterian minister and and 
his wife spent years China mis- 
sionaries. During his sojourn Carville, 
completed work his book, 
lotte Brown, Mother China, the 
story his wife China from 1909 
1949, published 1953, and reviewed 
Mom Miller THE STAR, 

November 30, Dr. Brown spoke 
“Carville and World-Wide HD” 
large convention church people 
held McCallie School Chattanooga, 
Tenn. recent months, Dr. Brown has 
been heavy speaking schedule 
several cities and always enlightens 
his audience about Hansen’s disease. 
Since leaving this hospital, reports 
that has worshiped churches 
different denominations, various 
cities and towns, 
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Love Story 
Bob Krauss 


Mr. Krauss often devotes 
column “In One Ear,” appearing 
the Honolulu Advertiser, 
human interest stories about patients 
with Hansen’s disease, appealing stortes 
such the one reprint here, from 
his column November Ka- 
laupapa settlement, the island 
Molokai, one two communities, 
maintained the Department Health 
the Territory Hawaii, for patients 
with Hansen’s disease. The other 
Hale Mohalu, Pearl City, 


She sat the front steps the 
apartment, drying her hair. Her hair 
dark, like her eyes. She has beautiful 
eyes for woman young. Wide with 
sympathy and soft with love. Especially 
when she looks her young husband, 
Paul. They were married only last April. 

There the steps talked about 
their love story and how bloomed 
inside Kalaupapa. 

Her name Winnie. She years 
old and poignantly beautiful. Paul 
29, strapping fellow with shy smile 
and few words. He’s captain the five 
man police department. 

Winnie came the Hansen’s disease 
settlement Kalaupapa years ago, 
Paul 10. Neither show the marks 
the disease. She active patient. 
cured and may leave whenever 
wishes, 

They fell love about two years 

The place where they live six miles 
square. There are nightclubs nor 
dance Mail comes plane 
twice day. Supplies come boat, 
three times year. Total population 
the settlement about 290 229 pa- 
tients, and workers. 

“What,” asked, “did you 
dates?” 

Winnie smiled. “Everything and noth- 
ing. went horseback riding and 
hiking the mountains. went swim- 
ming and fishing. Paul the best spear 
fisherman the settlement.” She glanc- 
proudly him. 

“The darn fool has had his fish taken 
away from him five times sharks. 
Once, even went back after the fish. 
don’t know what makes him things 
like that.” 

Paul said fishes without diving 
equipment. There isn’t aqualung 
the settlement. 

There’s lover’s lane 
walk that leads past Sister Marianne’s 
around the entire settlement. Winnie 
said they used walk down lover’s lane, 
and she can’t guess how many times 
Paul has taken her around the settle- 
ment his 1941 Chevrolet, 

They were married Father Pat 
Logan the Catholic church, Two 
hundred guests attended the reception. 


For the wedding, Paul wore his suit. 
seldom does. His uniform pair 
suntans, trousers and shirt, open 
the neck. When court session about 
once year, puts black tie. 

the moment, there’s prisoner 
the jail, which unusual. was 
inmate Oahu prison, when doctors 
discovered had Hansen’s disease. 
Kalaupapa, they let him out during the 
day. night, reports back his 
cell. It’s furnished with comfortable 
cot, big console radio, table, 
easy chair, and hangers for his clothes. 

Winnie wore white, 
gown for the wedding. She served kalua 
pig the reception. Hawaiian 
orchestra played dance music. 

“Where did you your honey- 
moon?” asked. They both laughed. 

turns out they drove about mile 
down the road beach house where 
they spent month. Mostly 
there was other housing available. 
Single patients live one four dor- 
mitory-like homes, Married couples are 
given houses apartments for them- 
selves Naturally, everybody wants 

Today, Winnie has spotless kitchen 
and automatic washer the back 
room, This explains why 
much furniture the living room, Win- 
nie believes the kitchen more 
tant. 

She works during the day the ware- 
house where patients’ rations are stored. 
For recreation she sings with the Choral 
group. She and her husband Mass 
every Sunday morning. 

“Are you ever going leave 
“Yes, maybe, sometime,” 
said Paul. 

But have feeling will not 
until and Winnie feel that you and 
won’t draw away when meet 


party and find out who they are. 
* * 


Anniversary Noted 
Hale Mohalu 


New drugs and treatment methods, 
mean that Hansen’s disease longer 
the “hopeless once was, medicai 
officials emphasized talks given 
Hale Mohalu, Hansen’s disease hospital, 
Pearl City, Hawaii, November 19, 
the Honolulu Star Bulletin reported. 

The occasion was the luau 
the sixth anniversary the establish- 
ment Hale Mohalu. 

Out new patients Hale 
halu those six years, had improved 
sufficiently that they could sent home, 
Dr. Hirschy pointed out. 

Dr. Hirschy director the division 
Hansen’s disease, Department 
Health. 


the patients who went home, 


only two had return Hale Mohalu, 
Dr. Hirschy continued. The average 
time the spent Hale Mohalu was 
less than two years, said, 


Immediate Diagnosis 


Immediate diagnosis and 
with the new drugs are principal factors 
hospitalization time, Dr. Edwin 
Chang-Hoon the Hale Mohalu staff 
pointed out. 


possible now treat some pa- 
out-patient basis, that the disease can 
cleared without admission Hale 
Mohalu, said. 


Short talks were also given Dr. 
Grace Hedgecock, medical director 
Hale Mohalu, and Lawrence Judd, 
former head the Health Department’s 
Division Settlements. 

The luau was arranged committee 
Hale Mohalu staff and patients. 

* * * 


The Navy band and group en- 
tertainers, some all, flew Kalau- 
papa settlement the island 
Molokai, give concert for the pa- 
tients November 27, musical climax 
Thanksgiving weekend. Capt. 
George Koch, commanding officer 
the naval air station, was charge 
the program. 


Harmon Town Journal 


The 1956 issue Town 
Journal will carry article about ex- 
Carvillian Harmon, written 
Lineham, associate editor from Washing- 
ton, D.C. Harmon, former STAR 
photographer, now has his own shop 
Vacherie, Louisiana, and the article 
based the manner which has 
been accepted resident that com- 
munity. Mr. Lineham spent some time 
Vacherie, talking J.P.’s neighbors, 
and then visited this hospital gather 
material for the story. 

* * 


Sorority Honors Two 
New Orleans Women 


The “Order the Rose” was con- 
ferred upon two members the New 
Orleans city council Beta Sigma Phi, 
international cultural sorority, late 
October. Miss Estelle Barkemeyer, pres- 
ident Beta chapter, conferred the 
honor Miss Acel Ross Mitchell 
Beta, and Mrs. Marie Sussdorf 
Theta. This new degree Beta Sig- 
Phi awarded those who for many 
years have faithfully worked for the 
sorority, 


Beta New Orleans was the 
soring chapter for two Carville women, 
Joey Guerrero and Ann Page, who now 
belong Beta Sigma Phi, The three 
sorority sisters mentioned here were all 
Carville for the initiation Joey 
and Ann September 1954. 


December 


| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


enclose requests for subscriptions 
STAR for one year for Dr. Joseph Cobb, 
3116 Live Oak Street, Dallas Texas, 
for Mr. Edward McLaughlin, American Con- 
sul General, Consulate General, Broad Street, 
Lagos, Nigeria, together with check 
for $2.00 

also enclose clipping from local 
newspaper, the Sunday Times, 
Nigeria. The daily this paper ihe 
largest daily West Africa. 

Overcrowding under conditions poor 
sanitation and hygiene, communal 
fingers from one container, 
close together mats the floor with 
very little ventilation, are all contributing 
factors the spread Hansen’s disease 
this part Africa. This combined family 
system, which may times account for 
people living the space where 
not more than should live, the 
greatest single factor involved the spread 
this disease, here. 

regularly read THE STAR with in- 
terest. Your program aimed overcoming 
the stigma, fear and superstition for 
long attached this disease worth- 
while program and one which are 
likewise wholeheartedly engaged. Jan- 
uary 1954, our work became the Baptist 
Service and our “colony” the main 
settlement ten settlements. Those 
treat are “patients.” About per cent are 
infectious and are encouraged live with 
settlement until Dapsone has made 
them non-infectious. Out-patient treatment 
encouraged and clinics are being opened 
wherever can supply the personnel. 

Cured patients have joined our staff and 
are accepted colleges and nursing schools. 
The public becoming more and more con- 
scious the fact that this curable dis- 
ease and that non-infectious patients need 
not isolated, but may continue their work 
while under out-patient treatment. 

The name formerly used for sufferers 
this disease has been dropped 
vocabulary all our workers and pa- 
tients. Whenever heard the lips 
someone else, the opportunity grasped 
for educational and propaganda work and 
and paying off. The old English term 
gone, but the local Yoruba terms “Ete” 
(Hansen’s disease) and “Adete” (one who 
has Hansen’s disease) are still used. mostly, 
however, the term (patient, suf- 
ferer) used the Yoruba tongue. 

Greetings from fellow patients and fellow 
workers. 

R.F. Goldie, M.D. 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria 


The news story the Lagos Sun Times 
urged strong well-informed public opin- 
ion” overcome difficulties for patients. 
“They should not expected live 
mere existence level. They should shown 
that they are still valued citizens who will 
soon welcomed back, cured, among their 
families and friends.” —Ed. 

* * 


For three years have been your 
mailing list and wish thank you for 
sending THE STAR regularly. 

this country educational activity has 
deal with the two extreme points view 
regarding the contagiousness leprosy. 
some endemic areas patients are treated 
but other parts the country 
people, lack knowledge all, nat 
take even the simplest precautions. 

inclined think that many cases 
unreasonable fear has been introduced 
more educated people, from whom one 
should expect less ignorance. surprising 
how often people have definite opinion 
about leprosy based facts all. 

There compulsory segregation 
New Guinea and healthy adults are per- 
mitted visit their sick family the 
leprosaria, they general hospitals. 

The results treatment, the living con- 
ditions the leprosy sanatorium and 
the patients and the public together 
have proved attractive rural 
area the Wandammen Bay, where the 
prevalence per mile and all contagious 


Mail Bag 


patients now voluntarily the san- 
itarium. 

However, other endemic areas there 
remains still big problem, both hygienic 
and educational, 

greatly appreciate keep touch with 
your paper. 

best wishes for success with all your 
endeavors spread better knowledge. 

D.L. Leiker 

Government Leprosy Officer 

Wandammen Bay 

Netherlands New Guinea 
* 

Sunday school lesson that deals with lepers 
Biblical times. wonder you might 
send your magazine and whatever other 
literature you have show the status 
Hansen’s disease today’s era. think 
wherever possible, each informed person 
should try enlighten others the subject. 
Thank you very much for the cooperation 
know you will give me. 

Mrs. C.S. Napier 
Collingswood, New Jersey 


were glad provide Mrs. Napier 
with authoritative, reprints papers Dr. 
Lendrum, Dr. Tas, and others, all which 
show beyond reasonable doubt that the lep- 
rosy the Bible and the disease miscalled 
that today are related name 
only. Ed. 

* * * 

attend the Medical Assistants class 
Long Beach, California. Here are taught 
how assist doctor private office. 

Upon entering the class one our first 
assignments was to give a report of ap- 
preciation and history medical back- 
ground. report was Hansen’s disease. 
After reading “Miracle Carville,” Bet- 
Martin, have become very interested 
your newspaper and the wonderful work 
has done. 

have copy show our class. Also 
could you possibly tell any the 
people mentioned in Miss Martin’s book are 
still living Carville. 

Alice Valdez 
Long Beach, California 


were happy send Miss Valdez sev- 
eral copies THE STAR. Yes, some 
are among those present, alive and kicking. 

—Ed. 

Please, graciously allow the Scotsman’s 
delight making one penny the work 
two, when sees chance. early yet, 
but kindly accept best wishes for 
Happy Christmas remembering all that that 
commemorates and involves, and 
worthwhile and profitable New Year you 
all. The nobleman gave each his servants 
two coins. shall each receive certain 
potential opportunities this Christmas and 
New Year. May, God’s grace, prove 
faithful stewards. God always says, 
“Thank you.” 

wish most heartily and sincerely thank 
you for graciously, don’t overuse the 
word, and courteously sending eacn 
month’s issue THE STAR. with all 
publications, some issues appeal 
than others. paper good and serv- 
ing needed and really deserving cause, 
should need very little window dressing. 
distrust the guy who shouts and says, “Look 
Honest worth, every time. 

like the October issue, received today. 
Ann Page weren’t married she might find 
fervent admirer around. also like Mrs. 
Shumate’s article. Straightforward open 
work, cards the table. There are even 
this country, doubt, many who don’t 
much about these things, but educa- 
tion always spreading and people get 
to know. 

any other U.S.A. book than “Mir- 
describes the Hansen’s disease question. 
Not there, don’t know. book 
written than thousand lecturers 
for reaches innumerable people who can 


read and consider their leisure, and 
later date refer again they wish. 

hope that you folk make satisfactory 
headway your effort free the world 
from the traditional contagious bogy. There 
always have been bogys and education 
the boy for them. Once people get glim- 
mering understanding they emerge 
considerate and helpfully cooperative human 
beings. 

May God His grace bless you, faithful 
stewards your efforts remove the tares 
and tend the wheat (apologies Scripture 
itual teaching). 

James Bennett 
Fife, Scotland 


Mr. Bennett’s letter, received late No- 
vember, brought THE STAR Staff its first 
Christmas greetings. 

for another U.S.A. book, recommend 
“Born Those Years” Perry Burgess 
(Holt). —Ed. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 


Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers 

* * 

Let know any way can 
serve you any time 


Cheques 
* 


* 
LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 2-8861 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 


General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 


Convenient, Courteous Service 
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VOTE THE PARISH “UNITY TICKET” 


ELECT RE-ELECT ELECT 


Samuel Cashio Charles Jr. Jr. 
REPRESENTATIVE SHERIFF ASSESSOR 
Parish Iberville Perish Iberville Parish 
BALLOT NO. BALLOT NO. BALLOT NO. 


“Iberville Parish Unity Candidates who desire and wil! 
render unselfish and honest public men who are quaiitied, 
honest, experienced, efficient and courteous and who have 


interest the welfare the people Iberville Parish. 
VOTE CHARLES GRIFFON, FOR SHERIFF 
VOTE SAMUEL CASHIO FOR REPRESENTATIVE 


VOTE WALTER JR., FOR ASSESSOR 


Let’s all forward with the Iberville “Unity Ticket” 


RE-ELECT RE-ELECT 
Louis Carville Horace Wilkinson 
Your Police Juror Your State Senator 
YOUR VOTE YOUR VOTE 
And Support Will Appreciated And Support Will Appreciated 


Paid Pol. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
today and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 


change the name the disease, 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 


The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
‘To date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section), not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 


sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point’ 


such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable ali 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

% * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., anil 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 
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IT’S GHRISTMAS Time MERRY CHRISTMAS 
the world. It’s time say thanks 
your continued and 
wovk. 

It’s time wish each you many 
blessings from the One whose birth- 
time send good wishes you for 


healthy, New Year. 
THE STAR 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy 


Published monthly patients the Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Subscribtion $1.00 per year stamps 


Notes— make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 


Mail to: THE STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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